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Sir: 


May 30, 2003 


Prior to examination of the above-identified patent application, Applicants 
respectfully request entry of the following amendments without prejudice. 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claim 14 as follows. Attached is a marked-up copy showing 
changes to th e claims. 


14 (Thrice Amended). A rubber composition consisting essentially of (I) 100 parts 
by weight of a block copolymer having at least two mutually incompatible blocks (a) and \ ^ 3 
(b) and composed of at least one conjugated diene monomer and, optionally, at least 


one aromatic vinyl monomer and (II) 5 to 200 parts by weight of (i) a polymer (a) 
compatible with the block (a), (ii) a polymer (3) compatible with the block (b) or (iii) a 
mixture of the polymer (a) and the polymer (3), wherein the weight average molecular 
weights of the polymers (a) and (3) satisfy the following equations (III) and (IV): 
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